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Reformation Sunday - October 29

All Saints Sunday - November 5

For many generations, Lutheran congregations
have observed the last Sunday of October as
“Reformation Sunday.” It is a commemoration
of the actions of Martin Luther on October 31,
1517 when he nailed his “95 Theses” or points of
debate, on the door of the church in Wittenberg,
Germany. That makes this year the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation.
Luther’s purpose was to engage other
theologians in a discussion of what he perceived
to be improper practices within the church—
specifically, the selling of “letters of
indulgence”, a practice which claimed that
people could purchase God’s forgiveness.
Luther insisted that God’s forgiveness is a free
gift and cannot be purchased.
Luther’s action in 1517 is generally considered
the beginning of the Reformation within the
church. Lutherans observe Reformation Sunday
not to celebrate that we have all the answers (we
don’t), or that we are the only true church (we
aren’t), but to remember that the reformation is a
continual process which continues to this day.
The St. Barnabas community will mark this
celebration with great music (the Senior Choir &
St. Barnabas Brass at both services). At 9:00
we will recognize and thank the three artisans —
David Sather, Kristi Pierro, and Nick Legeros
— whose skills created the new Luther sculpture
in the narthex (see page 3). At the 10:30 service
we will celebrate the Rite of Confirmation with
eight of our young people. (see page 11)

November 5 is All Saints Sunday on the
church calendar. During the worship services
that weekend, the St. Barnabas community will
remember by name loved ones who have died
this past year.
If you have a family member or friend who
died since All Saints Day last year whom you
would like remembered in the prayers, please fill
in the information at the Welcome Center or call
the church office (763-553-1239)

Taizé Worship on Saturday
The Saturday worship on November 4 will be a
service of contemplative prayer following the
practice of the Taizé community in France. We
will set the regular liturgy and sermon to
worship amidst candlelight, scripture reading,
silence, and prayer. Those who typically
worship on Sunday may wish to worship on
Saturday as well, as this is a very different type
of worship experience.

Prayers at Columbarium on Sunday
A brief service of remembrance will be held
at St. Barnabas’ columbarium at 10:10 a.m.
(between the worship services). St. Barnabas’
columbarium is located outdoors in a memorial
garden on the north side of the church building.
The path leading to the columbarium is “new
and improved”, with beautiful pavers replacing
the gravel path we have had for the past 12
years. (see page 9)

The Marks of
Discipleship
Daily prayer
Weekly worship
Bible reading
Service in and
beyond the
congregation
• Spiritual friendships
• Giving time, talents,
and resources

•
•
•
•

Screenagers Parenting Workshop Offered
Sunday, November 5
One of the concerns we have been hearing
from a lot of our parents is a request for
resources to help them and their middle and
senior high school children find a healthy
approach to the use of smart phones and
computers -- setting limits on screen time, apps,
websites, etc.
To help families sort out the many issues
around this concern, St. Barnabas will offer a
free showing of the award-winning documentary
Screenagers on Sunday, Nov. 5, from noon1:30. Middle school and high school students

are encouraged to attend with their parents. (And
yes, the Vikings have a “bye” this weekend.)
Lunch will be provided from 11:30-noon for
St. Barnabas families. Free childcare will be
provided for children 4th grade and younger. All
parents in the community are welcome.
Although the workshop is free, it is important
for families to register in advance so that we
know how much food to prepare and what the
childcare needs will be. Please register at the
Welcome Center or by sending an email to Sue
Megrund at smegrund@stbarnabaslutheran.org.
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St. Barnabas Small Groups

All of these groups welcome new participants. For more information, contact the person listed.
FAITH JOURNEY GROUPS

Abundant Aging: Living the Second Half of Your
Life on Purpose

Book Discussion Group
The next books being discussed
by the Book Discussion Group are:
November 16 - Jade Dragon
Mountain by Elsa Hart, Host:
Carolyn Mueller
December 21 - Snow Blind by
Ragnar Jonasson, Host: Ann
Kolden
January 18, 2018 - Some Luck by
Jane Smiley
February 15 - China Dolls by Lisa
See
March 15 - Go Went Gone by
Jenny Erpenbeck
April 19 - The End We Start From
by Megan Hart

A 6-session study on preparing for retirement. It uses a
book by Richard Leider and David Shapiro called
Claiming Your Place at the Fire. Meets Sunday mornings at
10:15 in the Fireside Room. Bonnie Welshons,
bonnie.welshons@gmail.com

Wednesday Lighthouse - Holy Land Journey
Valerie & Ron Nielsen lead a six-session “Holy Land
Journey”, exploring the Holy Land as it is today through
photos and related Bible stories. Meets in the Fireside
Room from 5:20-6:55. Get your meal at 5:15 and eat with
the group. Ends Nov. 15. Valerie Nielsen,
valroncity@q.com

The Word for Women
A study group led by Pastor Amber that meets on
Thursday mornings at 9:30. Currently discussing Reclaiming
the "L" Word: Renewing the Church from Its Lutheran Core
by Kelly Fryer. Childcare provided.

Pastor’s Class
Pastor Wayne leads a study each Tuesday morning from
9:15-10:30. Currently discussing a video course on Martin
Luther’s theology. New participants are welcome at any
time.

ART & HANDIWORK GROUPS
Learn, Create, Enjoy

Tome Explorers Has New
Meeting Time
Tome Explorers is moving to the 1st
Sunday of the month at 6:00 p.m.
The next books being discussed by
the Tome Explorers group are:
November 5 –The Meaning of
Human Existence by E. O. Wilson
Host: Lisa Pole
December 3 - The Winter Fortress:
The Epic Mission to Sabotage
Hitler’s Atomic Bomb by Neal
Bascomb

Meets the 2nd Monday of each month from 6:30—8:00
p.m. in the Fireside Room. Each person chooses their own
type of project and receives as much help as is needed.
Ione Botts, 763-473-3238.

you’d like to be part of at St.
Barnabas but it’s not being
offered right now? If you are
interested in an activity, chances
are that someone else is, too.
Any time is a good time to join a
group or to start a new one.
If you have an idea for a new
small group or fellowship
activity, please contact Pastor
Wayne or Pastor Amber and
they will put you in touch with
the Small Group Leadership
Team who will work with you to
get it started.

A chair yoga program offered by SilverSneakers,
Monday mornings from 9:30-10:30. Certified instructor:
Denise Schaaf, 612-804-7087.

Yogadevotion

A faith-based yoga experience meets at 7 p.m. on
Thursday evenings. New 7-week session begins Nov. 2.
Cost is $56 for seven sessions. Rose Umland,
rumland@stbarnabaslutheran.org.

Walking Group

Meets at 8:00 a.m. Saturday mornings at church for about
an hour. Contact Connie Cook, el10000@comcast.net, to
get on the email list.

Nordic Walking Group

Meets at 5:30 p.m. on Mondays (location varies from week
to week). Bring your own poles. Contact Connie Cook,
el10000@comcast.net, to get on the email list.

CARING GROUPS
Parent Huddle

Cindy Lindberg, certified Marriage & Family Therapist,
convenes informal conversations in the Ministry Center each
Wednesday from 6:15-7:00. Parents are welcome to chat
with Cindy about the joys and frustrations of parenting.

Mental Health Support Group

A NAMI support group for people who have a family
member with mental illness. 4th Tuesdays from 7:00-8:30
p.m. Elizabeth Chaigne, 612-432-0471 or
namichaigne@gmail.com

SERVICE GROUPS

Interfaith Outreach Food Shelf

Quilters

The Gathering

People who love to knit or crochet meet the 4th Thursday
at 9:30 a.m., working on prayer shawls, baptismal shawls,
or personal projects. Mary Pestel, 763-559-9138.
First Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. Make quilts for
local children’s nurseries. All skill levels are welcome.
Audrey Johnson 763-559-4459.

LWR Quilters

Second and Third Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m.,
making tie quilts for Lutheran World Relief. All skill levels
are welcome. Rose Ann Parks, 763-476-7959.

JustGifts Crafters

Fourth Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m. Make crafts for
JustGifts Market in December. Rose Ann Parks, 763476-7959.

Solo Sisters

Is there a ministry or activity

Senior Stretch

Yarn & Coffee

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS

St. Barnabas Strives
to Be a Permission
Giving Church

PHYSICAL WELLNESS GROUPS

A fellowship group for women of all ages who enjoy the
opportunity to “go and do.” Nov. 15: Free Wayzata HS
performance of “Mary Poppin” at 3:45. Nov. 19:
Sunday Lunch at the Teresa’s in Golden Valley. Connie
Cook, el10000@comcast.net.

Sticky Families

A group for families with young children. Jessica Gaedke,
jbaumgard@hotmail.com

OWLs (Older & Wiser Lutherans)

A fellowship group for all who self-identify as Older &
Wiser. Going to Plymouth Playhouse on Tuesday, Dec. 5
for 1:30 performance of “The Looney Lutherans.” Cost:
$23. Deadline: Nov. 14. Rose Umland,
rumland@stbarnabaslutheran.org

Book Discussion Group

Meets the third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. to discuss
a novel. November 16 - Jade Dragon Mountain by Elsa
Hart. Host: Carolyn Mueller

Tome Explorers (non-fiction reading group)

This group discusses works of non-fiction (history,
biography, etc.) Meets the 1st Sunday of the month at 6
p.m. in homes of participants. November 5 –The Meaning
of Human Existence by E. O. Wilson Host: Lisa Pole,
lisa.pole@comcast.net

Help staff the IOCP food shelf the first Wednesday of
each month from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Next night is Nov. 1.
Come as your schedule allows. Sharon Sawyer,
jssawyer85@comcast.net
This group volunteers 5 hours on the 2nd & 4th Thursdays
at Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden Valley to help
provide group care for people with memory loss so that
their care givers get a break. Rose Umland, 763-5531239.

Crosswinds Work Group

Assemble the Crosswinds newsletter, usually the last
Wednesday of the month at 1:00. Julie Hoyme, 763553-1239.

Now forming: Daytime Parents
& Daytime Parents Plus
Daytime Parents is a new group for parents who are
home during the day. They are invited to come join
Norah, Emily and Clara Hibbits for a weekly playdate
in the church nursery. n.norah@gmail.com

First “Plus” Gathering Set for Nov. 11
Justin and Norah would like to host a monthly
afternoon/evening family get-together they call
“Daytime Parents Plus” (not limited to those in Daytime
Parents). This is especially for families with children
3 and younger. The initial gathering will be Saturday,
November 11 from 3-5 p.m. at Justin & Norah’s
home, 287 Cherry Hill Trail in Medina. For more
information or to get updates about events email
n.norah@gmail.com.

Interested in Thanksgiving
Dinner at St. Barnabas?
Is all your family out of the area? How about joining
us at St. Barnabas for a Thanksgiving meal! To
coordinate logistics and ensure turnout, please email
Norah Hibbits, n.norah@gmail.com before October
29 if interested.
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Luther’s Dialectic of Christian Freedom
A 17-year old dream is now a reality and stands to the right of the entrance to
the St. Barnabas sanctuary. Pastor Wayne saw a similar sculpture standing in the
Stadtkirche (City Church) in Wittenberg, Germany when he visited in 2000. The
chancel of the church dates to 1280. Martin Luther often preached in this church.
The oak tree from which the sculpture is made grew approximately where Pastor
Wayne’s office is located until 2005, when it had to be taken down for the building
expansion. Pastor Wayne recognized that this oak tree might be given a new
purpose by serving as the material for a St. Barnabas version of the Wittenberg
sculpture. The sculpture is the work of three talented artisans:
• Carpenter David Sather took a 9’ section of the trunk, had it milled, and let it
dry in his garage for ten years. He made the rotating panel out of the other
half of the trunk.
• Artist Kristi Pierro designed the text layout and painted the letters.
• Sculptor Nick Legeros figured out how to safely mount the 600+ pound
sculpture and created the Luther Rose medallion that serves as the pivot point.
Pastor Wayne understands the sculpture to be a visual depiction of a Lutheran
approach to ethics. The vertical trunk depicts in shortened form Jesus’ response to
the question, “What is the great commandment of the Law?” He gives a two-fold
response: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength —
and love your neighbor as you love your self.” These commandments are
foundational and do not move.
A “dialectic” is similar to a paradox — two statements that are contradictory but
are both held to be true. Martin Luther grasped the truth that we are not put in a
right relationship with God because of our “works” (what we do or don’t do), but
solely by God’s promise. Hence, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject
to none,” — there is nothing we need do to earn God’s love. At the same time,
Luther recognized that our faith should bear fruit and result in good works, not
because God needs our works, but because our neighbor does. Hence the other half
of the dialectic, “A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”
The panel which states the dialectic rotates, indicating that as one tries to
determine God’s will in each situation, it is not always self-evident what that is —
which is why Christians may disagree on ethical issues. Though we agree that we are
called on to both love God and neighbor, one person may tilt the dialectic toward
our freedom in Christ while another may tilt it toward Christ’s call to serve.
Memorial gifts for Pastor Wayne’s mother, Gladys Peterson, were used for the
installation expenses.

The original sculpture
stands next to one of the
large support columns in
the sanctuary of the
Stadtkirche in Wittenberg.

The oak tree that provided the
material for the sculpture stood at
the east side of St. Barnabas’
original building.
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Free Congregational “Thank You” Breakfast,
November 19
It is our duty and delight that we should
everywhere and always offer thanks and
praise to you, O God, through Jesus
Christ...
These are the opening words of the Great
Thanksgiving in Marty Haugen’s setting of the
liturgy, Now the Feast and Celebration. For its
fall stewardship emphasis, the St. Barnabas
community continues to reflect on how gratitude
and praise are the foundation of Christian
generosity.
Stewardship packets will be handed out to all
households after worship Nov. 11/12 or put in
the mail the next day. Members are asked to
read the stewardship brochure and return their
“faith promise” cards with their giving goal for
2018 at worship services Nov. 18/19.
As a way of saying “thank you” to our
members for the generous offerings which make
possible the ministries of St. Barnabas, the entire
congregation is invited to a FREE breakfast on

Sunday, Nov. 19. There will be three serving
times:

• 8:15-8:45 for those who want to eat prior to
the 9:00 service

• 9:45-10:30 for those who want to eat between
services

• 11:30-12:00 for those who want to eat after the
last service.

We won’t forget our Saturday worshipers on
Nov. 18. Pizza will be served after worship.

Gifts of Justice and Joy —
JustGifts Market on Two Weekends
Join in celebrating the joy of giving with this
year's twelfth annual JustGifts Market.

Pre-Sale - Nov. 18/19

Calling All Lefse
Makers!
St. Barnabas will once again
be offering homemade lefse as
part of the Just Gifts Market, in
addition to the PRE-sale craft
event for the St. Barnabas
community on November 18/19.
Jennifer Childs will be
coordinating the lefse planning
and preparation and is looking
to hear from anyone interested in
joining in! The “prep” crew
gathers on Friday, Nov. 17 at
6:00 p.m. The “griddle” crew
will meet on Saturday, Nov. 18
at 8:00 a.m.
If you’d like to participate, sign
up at the Welcome Center or
send an email to Jennifer at
jchilds19@mac.com.

Get a jump on holiday shopping at the
JustGifts pre-sale, held on Saturday, Nov. 18
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 19
from 8:30 a.m. to noon. Hand-crafted items from
the congregation and community will be
available for sale in the Ministry Center.

Main Event - Dec. 2/3
The full JustGifts Market will be held in the
Ministry Center
Saturday, December 2 from 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 3 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
In addition to the hand crafted items, shoppers
can choose charitable projects and fair trade
items as gifts to honor and delight their friends
and families.

Hand-Crafted Gifts Double Your Giving
Double you giving with hand crafted items
created by local artists and the St. Barnabas
community. All of the proceeds from the sale of
these items go to the charitable projects
supported by JustGifts Market. That means that
the money you spend on a hat, necklace or
painting for a loved one goes to support one of
ten humanitarian projects. These include micro
loans for women, farm animals to help people
become self sufficient, clean water, restored
eyesight through cataract surgery, health
ministries around the world, and more.

Free Trade Items Support Charities Too
An array of free trade items from SERRV and
Global Mamas will also be available. A portion
of the proceeds from the sale of these items goes
to support the market’s charitable projects.

Don't Forget the Lefse!
Several St. Barnabas members have eagerly
stepped up this year to offer a Scandinavian treat
for shoppers to enjoy through the holidays. Fresh
made lefse will be available for sale, while
supplies last, on both November 18/19 and
December 2/3 JustGifts Market. Proceeds from
the lefse sale will also go to the market's
charitable projects.

Charitable Gifts are Tax Deductible
Last year one woman surprised a young couple
with a charitable gift of a goat purchased from
JustGifts Market. They were thrilled when they
opened their card to find that a family in need
was receiving a gift that would help them
become self sufficient. In addition to delighting
her friends and helping a struggling family, this
charitable gift was tax deductible.
Find the charitable project that touches your
heart on the JustGifts shopping list, available in
the Welcome Center the weekend before
Thanksgiving.
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New Pictorial Directory in the Works
It’s been three years since St. Barnabas last produced a photo directory, so it’s time to do a new one
to keep up with all the changes in our growing community.
All people who are part of the St. Barnabas community (whether they are officially members or not)
are encouraged to have their photo taken for the new photo directory.
The dates that Lifetouch photographers will be at St. Barnabas and time slots that are open are:
Wed. Dec. 6, 2-9 pm
Thurs, Dec. 7, 2-9 pm

Fri., Dec. 8, 2-9 pm
Sat., Dec 9 10 am-4 pm

Thurs., Dec 28 2-9 pm
Fri., Dec 29, 2-9 pm

All participating households get a free 8x10. Photos taken by Dec. 9 are guaranteed to be delivered
by Christmas if ordered the day of the sitting.
If you are unable to have your photo taken on one of these dates, you may submit a photo to be
included. Each submitted photo costs the congregation $5.

Make an Appointment Online at Home or at Church
You can make your appointment online at home OR sign up on the church office computer after
worship on November 5, 12, or 19. Go to the St. Barnabas website (www.stbarnabaslutheran.org) and
click on the link for “Make Appointment for Photo Directory.”

Cranberry Ridge Housing Initiative
Goes Before City Council Nov. 28
Cranberry Ridge, an affordable housing
initiative in Plymouth, hit a “bump in the road”
on October 18 when the Plymouth Planning
Commission voted to deny its application.
St. Barnabas is part of the collaboration of
congregations in the west metro working with
Beacon Interfaith Housing to bring this initiative
to life. Cranberry Ridge will be located on
Highway 55 near Old Rockford Road (18220
Hwy. 55) and will be home to 47 working
families. Interfaith Outreach staff will be onsite
at Cranberry Ridge to support parents’ efforts to
have the best possible jobs, have opportunities to
increase their income and to meet their
children’s education and other needs.
While the Planning Commission’s decision
was disappointing, it is the Plymouth City
Council that makes the ultimate decision to

approve or deny the application. Beacon staff
will be meeting with city staff over the next three
weeks to address concerns that were raised at the
Planning Commission meeting.
The Cranberry Ridge proposal is scheduled to
come before the Plymouth City Council on

Tues. Nov. 28 at 7 p.m.
We want to encourage as many supporters as
possible to attend this meeting and to voice their
support to Council members by letter, email,
and/or phone.
Please contact Margaret Wold (847-989-7412
or mwwold1@gmail.com) if you plan to attend
the City Council meeting.
Information about the initiative is available on
the display table in the narthex.

Interfaith Outreach’s 22nd “Sleep Out”
is November “Gift of Love”
St. Barnabas is once again partnering with
Interfaith Outreach & Community Partners
(IOCP) as it is launching its 22nd annual Sleep
Out Campaign. The seven-week campaign,
which runs Nov. 11–Dec. 31, raises awareness of
the need and funds for housing, employment,
child care, food, and transportation needs of
families living in the 8 communities it serves. .
The goal of the 2017 Sleep Out is to raise
$2,184,000, which equates to $1,000 of support
for each of the 2,184 families they serve.
Investing in IOCP families is the right thing to
do. It is also the fiscally smart thing to do. A
county shelter stay can cost $3,900 per month.
Keeping a family in their existing home for a
month costs IOCP $747. Grateful families who
have moved from survive to thrive tell us they
could not have done so without the holistic
support of affordable housing, education,
employment services, child care, transportation,
food and clothing at IOCP.

So, how does $1,000 help a struggling family?
This amount:
• Is one rent payment to prevent homelessness
plus food on the table for a family for one
month
• Offers an opportunity for a brother and sister
to participate in a leadership development
club for a whole year
• Provides a one-month scholarship to Caring for
Kids (CfKI), early childhood education, so a
child is better prepared for kindergarten and
his or her parents can return to work
• Sends a jobseeker to specialized technical
training that could double his/her salary
• Pays for six months of case management to
help a struggling family find resources and
make progress toward a plan for family
stability
• Funds a major car repair to keep a working
parent moving forward
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30th Anniversary Sermon
October 15, 2017

For Joseph, David, and
Jesus, age 30 was the
beginning of the most
significant period of their
leadership and ministry.
From this viewpoint, the first
thirty years are not all that
important. What is most
important is the next thirty
years.

Pastor Wayne Peterson

When the apostle Paul walked from Philippi
in northern Greece down to Athens about the
year 50, he likely walked through the town of
Chaeronea, where a 4-year old boy named
Plutarch lived. Plutarch grew up to be a great
historian and about the time that Matthew wrote
his gospel at the end of the first century, Plutarch
wrote a book about Theseus, the mythical
founder of Athens, which contains a famous
thought experiment known as the “Ship of
Theseus.” The premise is that as a ship ages, the
planks and sails need to be replaced. Plutarch
asks: If the ship on which Theseus sailed has
been so heavily repaired that nearly every
original part has been replaced, is it still the
same ship — and, if not, at what point did it stop
being the same ship?
This same brain teaser could be asked about a
congregation like St. Barnabas, which
appropriately uses a sailing ship as its logo.
Thirty years ago this week, there were 202 adults
and children who were the charter members of
the congregation. Today, only about 30 of them
are still here. In fact, St. Barnabas has now
passed the point where it has more former
members than current members. We currently
have about 900 people on our roster, but just
over 2,000 people have been members of the
congregation for some portion of these thirty
years.
So, is St. Barnabas the same congregation
today that it was thirty years ago? The answer is
both “no” and “yes”, and philosophers will tell
you that this is because the word “same” has
multiple definitions. St. Barnabas is not the
same congregation as it was thirty years ago
because it is a different group of people living in
a different context. Yet there is a continuity in a
congregation that makes it proper to speak of a
congregation as an individual, and in that sense it
is the same congregation. A congregation
exhibits some of the characteristics of an
individual – it is born and then proceeds through
the stages of infancy, childhood, adolescence,
young adulthood, maturity.
It is interesting to think of St. Barnabas as a
young 30-year old man or woman. At the age of
30, one has some history and hopefully has
learned a few things, both from good
experiences and from mistakes. At the age of 30
one has learned that joy and sorrow are both
normal parts of life.
But the age of 30 is also often a time of
taking on more and more responsibilities and
entering into positions of leadership. This was
true of three important individuals in the Bible.
Remember Joseph, the favorite son of Jacob,
whose brothers beat him up for being so
obnoxious and sold him into slavery in Egypt?
Eventually, things turned around for Joseph and
he became an important official in Pharaoh’s
court. The book of Genesis notes, “Joseph was
thirty years old when he entered the service of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. (41:46)

The most important king in the history of
Israel was David, who started as a shepherd boy
and defeated the Philistine Goliath. The book of
2 Samuel notes that “David was thirty years old
when he began to reign [as king], and he reigned
forty years.” (5:4)
The gospels tell us very little about Jesus’
childhood and adolescence. They begin their
accounts when Jesus is baptized and begins his
public ministry. Luke notes that “Jesus was
about thirty years old when he began his
work.” (3:23)
For Joseph, David, and Jesus, age 30 was the
beginning of the most significant period of their
leadership and ministry. From this viewpoint,
the first thirty years are not all that important.
What is most important is the next thirty years.
However, there is an important reason for
taking some time to review the past. In a
Newsweek article back in 2008, author Jon
Meacham wrote, “It is true that living in the
past…can be bad for the mind and the soul,
preventing us from engaging in the battles and
causes of our own time. But when we are at our
best, history and heroes enable us to look ahead,
not backward. We are the sum of the stories we
tell ourselves, and those stories are necessarily
rooted in our experience, and by how we choose
to interpret the experiences of others. These
mechanics of memory create a new, present
reality that then determines the future...What we
choose to remember is critical, since the
narratives that play in our heads shape
everything.”
As we take note of our first thirty years
today, I want to lift up five moments of our
history that are important for us to “choose to
remember,” for these five moments have shaped
our past and will continue to shape St. Barnabas’
future.
The first moment to remember is our birth
story. St. Barnabas is here because there was a
denomination called the Lutheran Church in
America whose congregations pooled their
resources and made it a priority to start mission
congregations in growing communities. They
employed a man named Fred Marks to be
mission director in the upper Midwest and it was
Fred who, back in the early 1980’s, identified
northwest Plymouth to be a prime area for a new
congregation. Next these congregations from
across the country guaranteed a salary for a
pastor/developer for two years, purchased a
parsonage in the community, and provided other
start-up costs and support to get a new
congregation started.
That’s where I entered the picture as pastor/
developer, moving to Plymouth in August, 1985.
We started holding worship services that
November and for the next 20 months worshiped
in the theater at the Radisson Inn Plymouth on
494 & 55, now called the Kelly Inn. We would
have been there even longer were it not for the
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congregations of the Lutheran Church in
America stepping in once again, first to purchase
this 7½ acres of property and then to approve an
“early building program”, a fairly rare tactic
because it involved some risk. The LCA erected
our first small building before we were an
official congregation. In fact, we only had 120
names on our charter when we moved into the
building in August, 1987, and many of them
were children. The LCA put up $570,000 for the
land and the building, putting their trust in us
that we would grow and become a selfsupporting congregation, which we did
So memory moment #1 is that St.
Barnabas is here only because of the LCA’s
commitment to mission. Two and a half
months after our organization day, the Lutheran
Church in America merged with two other
Lutheran denominations to form the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, which St.
Barnabas is part of today. The ELCA is not a
perfect denomination. Like all human
institutions, it has its inner squabbles and
disagreements. But the fact that there is a St.
Barnabas is evidence of the importance of
congregations working together to do ministries
that none could do on their own and is why we at
St. Barnabas highly value our relationship with
the Minneapolis Area Synod and the ELCA, and
why St. Barnabas continues to make a priority to
contribute to synod benevolence (mission
support) and churchwide ministries like the
World Hunger Appeal and Lutheran Social
Service.
Memory moment #2 goes back to 1992,
when the council made the decision to make
St. Barnabas known for high quality liturgical
worship. Many congregations make the choice
to offer multiple styles of worship, traditional &
contemporary, but congregational leaders
recognized that St. Barnabas does not have the
resources to be all things to all people and that
with many great neighboring congregations
offering a variety of worship options, they
decided to focus our energy on doing one thing
well instead of several things “just okay.” Their
decision in 1992 is why St. Barnabas has
communion at every worship service and why
St. Barnabas uses eight different settings of the
liturgy to provide variety to our worship life, and
why we invest in talented musicians like Mary
Newton, David Kolden and Jeff Whitmill to
enhance our worship.
Memory moment #3 starts in 1998, a year
after building this sanctuary. The
congregation embarked on a process of
discerning how it could use its building and
resources for ministry, to serve the
surrounding community. The result was
something we called Ministry Initiative 2000.
The focus statement we ended up with stated,
“Building beyond our education and worship
ministries, the people of St. Barnabas Lutheran
Church will bring God’s love to the surrounding
community by intentionally developing our
building and grounds to creatively offer a ‘menu
of opportunity’ to gather for mission. The vision
is to put our building in service to the

community morning, afternoon, and evening,
seven days a week.”
Ever since, St. Barnabas has made its
building available to non-profit groups in the
community at no charge – scout groups, home
owners associations, math & reading classes.
Ministry Initiative 2000 was the basis for
opening our building to house the Que Tal
Spanish program in 2006, hosting Families
Moving Forward, and for starting the St.
Barnabas Center for the Arts and Family
Resource Center. We share our building out of a
sense of Christian hospitality, being good
stewards of our building and grounds to benefit
the wider community.
Memory moment #4 took place in 2004
when St. Barnabas faced a crucial decision.
We needed to expand our building, but the
question we faced was whether we should it
expand based on traditional formulas of what
we could afford, or should we expand based
on a vision of what the congregation would
need in the future? It was a million dollar
question. We could expand the main level for $1
million, or we could add a lower level for $2
million. There was no middle ground, and if we
didn’t build the lower level at that point, we
would never be able to add it later. Under the
theme of “A Covenant with Tomorrow”, the
people who were members in 2004 voted to take
on an enormous debt to erect the building we
have today. Some of you were part of that
visionary commitment 13 years ago. Those who
have become part of St. Barnabas since then
benefit from their vision and partner with them
in continuing to pay down the debt on the
building, this tool for ministry.
The fifth and final memory moment begins
in 2011 when the Church Council gave its
blessing to explore how the Jordan property
might be used for ministry that would benefit
the wider community. We started looking at
the possibility of having someone build an 8bed residential hospice. A task force was
formed, which over a period of five years visited
other hospices, did market research, formed a
501(c)3 corporation named Jordan Crossing, and
found a partner in Grace Hospice who will
operate the hospice. Last year the members of
St. Barnabas voted to lease the land to Jordan
Crossing for 20 years for $1/year, a huge gift,
since we had paid $400,000 for that property in
2003. Since then Jordan Crossing has received
all necessary approvals from the City of
Plymouth and the only thing still remaining to do
is to raise $3 million to build and furnish it.
Today, I am thrilled to share with you that we
have received a verbal commitment for a first
gift of half a million dollars. That still leaves us
$2.5 million to go, but it is a huge first step, and
the hospice is a possibility only because of the
vision for mission that is embodied in this
congregation.
I hope in the coming weeks you will take
time to look closely at the anniversary wall in the
Ministry Center. Many stories are represented in
those photos and bullet points. But there is an
important unspoken metaphor in that display.
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We are the sum of the
stories we tell ourselves,
and those stories are
necessarily rooted in our
experience, and by how we
choose to interpret the
experiences of others. These
mechanics of memory
create a new, present
reality that then determines
the future...What we choose
to remember is critical,
since the narratives that
play in our heads shape
everything.”
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30th Anniversary Sermon (continued from p. 7)
The stories this community
chooses to remember and
tell each new generation
will shape its future, and St.
Barnabas will continue to
be a congregation that
• values its partnership
with the wider church,
• makes great worship a
priority,
• shows radical hospitality
to the wider community,
• is willing to take risks for
the sake of ministry, and
• is willing to dream big
dreams.

The thirty years fill the entire wall, but then
comes a corner that leads to a blank wall. As we
mark our first thirty years, what is most
important is not what lies in the past, but what
lies in the future, when we turn that corner and
move into the blank wall.
Seventy years from now, when this
congregation marks its centennial, it is possible
that some of the children who will sing for us in
a few moments will be here for that celebration,
but most of us will not. Like the Ship of
Theseus, our planks in the St. Barnabas ship will
have been replaced by new planks, the talents
and abilities of future members will continue to
build on the foundation provided by past
members. But the stories this community
chooses to remember and tell each new
generation will shape its future, and St. Barnabas
will continue to be a congregation that values its

partnership with the wider church, that makes
great worship a priority, that shows radical
hospitality to the wider community, that is
willing to take risks for the sake of ministry, and
is willing to dream big dreams.
In a few minutes the kids will sing for us, and
I want you to hear the profound message in their
simple song. When we sing that we have the
“love of Jesus” in our hearts, hear that phrase not
as that “we love Jesus,” that Jesus is the object of
our love, but rather that Jesus’ love is the source
of our love, the foundation of what motivates us.
We have the love of Jesus. That unbounded love
is what underlies St. Barnabas’ mission
statement, “Sent by Jesus, we set our sails to be
filled by God’s Spirit, inspiring us to praise,
grow, and serve.”

Avoiding Scams, Fraud & Crime
Lunch & Learn - November 16

Grief Coalition Holds
Memorial Service
November 16
The West Suburban Grief
Coalition will hold a Memorial
Service on Thursday, November
10, at 6 p.m. at St. Philip the
Deacon Lutheran Church,
17205 County Road 6.
The memorial service is open to
anyone who is grieving the death
of a loved one, whether the
death is recent or in years past.
The service is followed by an
optional catered dinner — $8
for adults and $4 for children.
Make reservations by Nov. 8 by
calling 763-560-8624.

Have you ever received a call from the IRS
stating that you owe them money? Has a
computer company called to say your computer
is not working and they can fix it? These are two
common scams in our community.
At the next Lunch & Learn on Thursday, Nov.
16, Officer James Long of the Plymouth Police
will speak on how to identify and avoid nine
common scams, what to do if you “fall” for these
scams, and when to call 911.
The Lunch & Learn will be held at Peace
Lutheran Church, 3695 County Road 101, and
runs from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. There is a $5 cost for
the lunch. Participants must register and pay by

November 9. Registration forms are at the
Welcome Center.
“Seniors Living Well” is a series of five
sessions put together by local parish nurses to
provide information to help people make smart
choices regarding their health and safety. Future
topics and dates are:

Tapestry Interfaith Women - Nov. 2

Seniors & Friends - November 7

The next Tapestry Interfaith Women event will
be held on Thursday, November 2 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Hindu Temple of Minnesota (10530 Troy Ln
N, Maple Grove, MN 55311). Participants are
asked to arrive a few minutes early to meet in the
auditorium, which is to the left as soon as one
comes into the Temple from the parking lot. We
will be asked to remove our shoes in the shoe
and coat room. The tour will take about an hour.
The temple has asked for a limit of 80 visitors
on this tour. We will take RSVP's on a first
come, first served basis. If we hit the 80 person
limit, Pastor Amber will send out an email to let
everyone know that registration has been closed.
So please RSVP soon to
leannehobbs@msn.com.
The service project will be collecting more
donations for the Karen families, this time
blankets, housewares and toys for the holidays.
Please use the SignUp Genius link to see needed
items and indicate your donation:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4ca8ad2f
a2f49-karen

Feb. 15: Multi-Dimensional Wellness
St. Barnabas Lutheran Church
April 19: Strengthen Our Bodies to Live Longer

Wayzata Free Church
May 17: Dementia Friend Info Session
St. Philip the Deacon Lutheran Church

St. Barnabas has several members whose
health or mobility issues prevent them from
getting to worship on a regular basis. Seniors &
Friends is a bi-monthly ministry in which
volunteers pick up these friends and bring them
to St. Barnabas for a brief worship service and a
luncheon so that we can help them continue to
feel part of the St. Barnabas community.
The next Seniors & Friends is on Tuesday,
November 7 starting with worship at 11:00
a.m. The themes will be All Saints Day and
Thanksgiving. If you would be willing to pick
someone up, help prepare or serve the lunch, or
just come and be a participant, please call the
church office at 763-553-1239.
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Path to Columbarium Receives New Pavers
The Church Council
decided in September to
upgrade the gravel path
on the east side of church.
Designing Nature
Landscaping, the
company that installed
the columbarium plaza in
2004, did the work the
week of October 16-24.
The $16,000 cost is paid
out of the Columbarium
Fund, which receives its
funding from the sale of
niches.
The new pavers are not
only beautiful, but will
provide better footing
during the winter and
times of wet weather.

New Sign is in Progress
Paul Sholtz designated three
requests for the use of his estate
gift: building a deck on the east
side of the church (completed last
December); erecting a new church
sign at the entrance to the parking
lot; and use any remaining funds
to refurbish the grand piano.
The Church Council has been
working with Think Digital Signs to
design and build a new sign. The
foundation for the sign was laid
last week. We hope to have
photos of the new sign in the next
Crosswinds.

Veteran's Day Breakfast
All veterans are invited to participate in a brief
service of remembrance at the Columbarium at
9:00 a.m. on Veterans Day, Saturday, Nov. 11.
This will be followed by a breakfast and time to
share stories as our way to thank you for your
service. Please bring pictures and other
memorabilia.
Let us know if you plan to come by signing up
at the Welcome Center or sending an email to
Julie Hoyme at jhoyme@stbarnabaslutheran.org.

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship
Wednesday, November 22
7:00 p.m.
Seminarian Beth Parks, preaching
Pie & Coffee following
If you would be willing to provide a pie, please sign
up at the Welcome Center. Thanks!

Crosswinds
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New Timpani Arrive,
Get Custom Cabinet
All-Church Orchestra
- November 12
The St. Barnabas Orchestra (SBO)
will play at the coffee hour after both
services on Sunday, November 12. The
theme is Thanksgiving and Harvest,
with tunes appropriate to the season.
The SBO is a multi-generational
orchestra comprised of professionals,
amateurs, former and current
band/orchestra students, beginners,
members, non-members — basically,
anyone who wants to come play with
us and have a good time. The tunes
are arranged with separate parts for
less experienced students and more
demanding parts for those who've
been playing awhile (and who have
kept their chops up!). It’s always a lot
of fun and greatly appreciated by the
congregation (and visitors).
The tunes are sent out ahead of time,
then we meet for one rehearsal on
Saturday, Nov. 11 from 1:00-2:30
p.m.
If you are interested in participating
but have not yet contacted Jeff
Whitmill, get in touch with him as soon
as possible so he can have music ready
for you. Jeff’s phone is 763-4384847 and his e-mail is
jeff@whitmill.net.

St. Barnabas has had to borrow or rent timpani
for festival Sundays for years, but always dreaming
of owning its own set. The St. Barnabas Center for
the Arts had slowly been saving towards this major
purchase and had set aside $5,000. Last year the
St. Barnabas Endowment Fund contributed another
$1300 toward the dream. This fall a gift from
Linda Eckman in memory of her mother, Gloria
Hagen, enabled us to reach the purchase price of
$11,000.
The timpani made their debut at
St. Barnabas’ 30th Anniversary
service on October 15.
To protect this valuable asset,
Dave Sather built a storage
cabinet in Classroom 1 on the
Lower Level.
Now that Jeff Whitmill has this
new “toy”, you can expect to hear
the timpani often with the St.
Barnabas Orchestra and the St.
Barnabas Brass.

Jazz@StBarney’s

Lunchtime Organ Concert

Saturday, November 4, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 9, 12:30 p.m.

Connie Evingson (vocalist)

Dr. Jim Hild

If you haven’t heard her, it’s time to fill that void in
your life. If you have, we need say nothing more.
She’s that good. And that’s not hype.
Adults - $10, Students - $5

All Saints Lutheran Church, Minnetonka
St. Barnabas presents free Lunchtime Organ Concerts
the second Thursday of each month, September-May.

Lessons offered for youth & adults in
Piano, Organ, Voice, Guitar,
Winds, Strings & Percussion
Music Together® classes for
children
8 months-age 5

Jeff Whitmill, director
www.stbarnabaslutheran.org/sbca/

763763-438438-4847

Saturday, December 2, 2017

Saturday, December 2, 7:00 p.m.

Butch Thompson (piano)
Tony Balluff (clarinet), Steve Pikal (bass)
Sublime clarinet, legendary piano and unsurpassed bass – what more could you ask for
in an evening of jazz? Note: This concert will be in the sanctuary.
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Youth & Family
Ministry News
Confirmation Sunday

Advent Festival – Nov. 29

Sunday, Oct. 29

Wednesday Night Lighthouse will have a
different look on Nov. 29 as we prepare for the
season of Advent. Everyone – whether you
have children in Lighthouse or not – is
invited to attend this kick-off to Advent,
which will include a variety of activities for all
ages.
We begin with a meal, followed by Advent
devotions in the Ministry Center, then lots of
activities, crafts, and games throughout the
church. The schedule includes:

Eight young people have reached the point in
their confirmation instruction where they are
ready to publicly affirm their baptism in the Rite
of Confirmation. They will be confirmed at the
10:30 worship service Sunday, October 29.
Each of the confirmands has chosen an adult in
the congregation to be their “mentor”. Over the
past year they have met together to get to know
one another and have some guided conversations
on topics such as “faith and family” and “faith
and worship.”
Our confirmands and their mentors are:
10th Graders

Mentors

Ryan Burnett
Bill Welshons
Joseph Demro
Brian Harless
Ryan Jette
Andrew Pole
Anna Johnson
Sonja Oelfke
Alexis Oelfke
Tom Lindberg
Jacqueline Strunk
Ann Harless
Joseph Tullberg
Clint Faust
Vidal Vasquez
Brian Meinert
We extend our congratulations to these young
men and women on this important step in their
Christian life and pray God’s blessings on them
for their continued growth in faith.

5:15- 5:50
6:00 – 6:15
6:15 – 7:10

rare, so it is truly exceptional that the St.
Barnabas community has two celebrated in
October. Congratulations to Janet & Don
Conley on their 65th (June 7) & to Jeanne &
Tom Bjorgum on their 70th! (Nov. 7)
• We extend our sympathy to Jim & Denise
Holmquist on the death of Jim’s sister.
• The St. Barnabas community has had three
weddings in recent weeks. Congratulations to

Barbara Daiker
Andrew Walters
2 Valerie Cook
3 Louise Nervig
Esme Wagner
6 Hendrick Gaedke
Ann Scalzo
7 Owen Pole
8 Mitchell Faust
Chris John Leiseth
9 Denise Neznik
12 Nancy Larson
Jeffrey Running
13 Ann Bredemeier
14 Ethan Dieser

Varsha Leiseth
16 Adam Gale
17 Senja Carter
Carolyn Mueller
Sandee Swanson
19 Ron Spencer
20 Porter Milbrandt
Peyton Ward
21 Maggie Freese
Paul Nicholson
Daniel Scalzo
22 Lauren Haspert
Danielle Huar
23 Charles Nachtsheim
Susan Sommerfeld

cindy@NewFamilyTherapy.com

Melissa Weinhandl
MA-MA
mlwein13@smumn.edu

From 6:15 – 7:10, you will have the
opportunity to wander around the church and
participate in a variety of activities.
If you would like to host a holiday game,
craft, or activity, please contact Rose Umland.
The only criteria is that the activity can be
completed within a ½ hour or less.

Online Giving

Lisa Umland & Ethan Scott (Sept. 30), Lauren
Robarge & Brandon Sutton (Oct. 14), and
Brita Gilyard & Zachary Erickson (Oct. 27)
• St. Barnabas had three members participating in
the Australian Football National Tournament in
San Diego last weekend — Dave & Beth
Meissner and Kait Peterson.
• Congratulations to Walter Smith and the
Wayzata Boys Soccer team for making the State
Tournament.

November Baptismal Anniversaries
1

Cindy LaChance-Lindberg
MA, LMFT, RPT
612-564-3620

Dinner
Advent Devotions
Activities, games & crafts

News & Notes
• Wedding anniversaries in the “60+” are fairly

Family Resource
Center at St. Barnabas

25 Leah McGarvey
26 Krista Boyd
Joseph Silbaugh
27 Mary Swanson
28 Solveig Foley
29 Hugo Boyd
Douglas Forsyth
David Helgen
Jennifer Martinez

It is now possible to make a
gift for St. Barnabas’
ministries using your smart
phone. This QR code will
take you to St. Barnabas’
online giving page. After
creating a profile, you can
make a one-time or
recurring gift to St.
Barnabas by electronic
transfer from checking or
savings, by debit card, or
by credit card.

November Birthdays
1

Kaleb Jungclaus
Rob Merry
William Mielke
Debbie Rasmussen
Charles Seel
2 Vidal Vasquez
3 Lindsay Amundson
4 Julie Hoyme
5 Sandee Swanson
6 Gina Winter
7 Diane Endorf
8 David Aune
10 Dana Cossette
Jennifer Redelsheimer
Joseph Seel
11 Jonathan Hoff
Maria Hoff

11 Lynne Redelsheimer
14 Krista Boyd
Mark Oelfke
William Orke
15 Eric Boyd
Ella Johnson
17 Samantha Daiker
Karen Lillie
Scott Mounger
Ronald Torp
19 Jasper Blake
Edwin Fountain
Ashley Parker
20 Christopher Gaedke
Steven Larson
Donald St. John
Daniel Tullberg

21
23
24
25

26
27
28
30

Daniel Swanson
Kay Johnson
Kassandra Mossefin
Brenda Anderson
Bryce Berg
Barry Bergh
Ethan Faust
Jeanette Wedin
Dan Johnson
Andy Cossette
Adeline Running
Emma Swwed
Lisa Scott
Sarah Spilde
Barb Meyer
Kayla Mielke
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ST. BARNABAS
IDENTITY
STATEMENT
St. Barnabas Lutheran
Church is a part of the Body
of Christ and a member
congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
The source of our life together
is the Word and Sacraments,
celebrated in our worship.
We name ourselves after
St. Barnabas, a New
Testament apostle. He was
called “Barnabas”, meaning
“son of encouragement”,
because he joyfully shared the
“good news” of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. He faithfully
supported the work of the
Church with his talents,
prayers, and offerings.

MISSION STATEMENT
Sent by Jesus, we set our sails
to be filled by God’s Spirit,
inspiring us to
praise, grow and serve.

Most pastors have had the experience of
“botching” the benediction at the end of
worship. One of the great botches of all time
was turned in by the pastor who blessed the
congregation saying, “Now may the peace of
God, which passes all understanding, keep your
marts and hinds in Christ Jesus.”

“Intro to St. Barnabas” - Nov. 5
New to St. Barnabas and want to learn more
about the congregation, its ministries, and
opportunities for you to get involved in this
community?
Join Pastor Wayne for an “Intro to St.
Barnabas” on Sunday, Nov. 5 from 11:45-1:30.
Lunch will be served. Sign up at the Welcome
Center.
St. Barnabas will next welcome new members
on Sunday, November 19.

Reformation 500 Book Fair
Ends This Weekend
In observance of the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation, Augsburg Fortress is helping St.
Barnabas with a book fair this month, making 20
books about Martin Luther and the Reformation
available at 50% off the list price.
The books are on display in the Ministry
Center so that people may place their orders, and
then St. Barnabas will place the entire order at
one time.

Worship Schedule
Oct. 28/29 Reformation Sunday
Nov. 4/5 All Saints Sunday

Saturday
5:00 p.m.
Taizé Contemplative Worship Nov. 4 for
the Feast of All Saints

Sunday
9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Women’s Retreat Planned for
February
A St. Barnabas Women’s Retreat will be held at
Heartwood Conference Center in Northern
Wisconsin the weekend of February 9-11. The
cost will be $240 per person (double room with a
bath), and it includes five meals.
We have a hold on 30 spots until October 29, so
it is important to make a commitment and payment
by then. (That’s this weekend!)
If you are interested, please sign up at the
Welcome Center or send an email to Rose Umland
ASAP — rumland@stbarnabaslutheran.org

